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fca, with the dcfectlon zug-
gestion? Nobody is sayinz.
For a defector, the nterim

Gearpl Okslovieh's upariment

n Freankiurt, West Germany.

Ihekhlov identified himself

tions, the most valuable bag-
gage a ('Lfecco‘ can oring
withi him s infou. avion: dawa

it

In lhc murky shadow world
of thae CIA and the KGB of
the Deuxicme Burcau and
Mi-6, the defector is prized
as one of the more valuable
calehes in esplonage, espe-
¢ially if he is in the ecncmy's
intelligencs service, like Yuri
1. Nosenlko. -

Nosenko, &  36-year-old
ofiicer in Russla's KGB sc-
cret police, espionage and
counter ¢splonage apparatus,
cdefected to the United States
lost week in Switzerland.

The publicity about the de-
fectlon violated some ol the
cardinal rules and traditions
of espionage. First, the So-
victs disclosed it. Sccond, the
United States confirined b,
Why? Such defections ordi-
narily are not acknowlcdged
by ecither country, eliciting-
only silence and counter si-
lence.

Since he s believed to have

1 been a double agent—working

for Amecrican Intelligence
from within the sccret KGB
—Nosenko's defection prob-
ably Depan much carlier,

‘when he first talked with

sorae  United States agent
about abandoning Russia.
Barring the decision to de-

Tfect, a soul-tearing move no

malter what the motive, a de=-
fector's first tentative step to
desert his country is ine of
the most nightmarish he /
males.

The mtrxguc and the dan-
ger, the maneuverings and
habards of Nosenko's first
move may never be known.
Did he approach an Ameri-
can and say he wanted to

Jlcave Russia? Or was he ap-
Jproached by an American, or
Iperhaps another Russian or
| foreigner working for Amer-

.must prove,
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an enemy agent anc (defec-

“tion is highly dangcrous.

During that period. ~ho do-
Tector first must prove DHis
identity and his deshre to de-
fect. In offering to descrt or
betray his country, an act of
consummate insinceviiy, he
paradoxically,
that he is sincere.

. And he must avold nny sus-
picion by his own country-
men, while facing the pos-

- sibility the necessarily-suspi=

cious enemy operative with
whom he {s talking might be
a double agent loyal to the

or betray.

Defection stems from vari-
ous causes. Sometimes [¢ I8
hatred of country, or longing
for another., Sometinies de-
fections are prompted by do-
mestic difficultics, or trouble
with the authorities. And
sometimes dcfectlon {5 in-
duced by enemy offers of ¢ash
or position, or by blackmall.
Some defectors’ first contacts
are - astonishingly simaple,
others involved. -

One snowy night In 19854,

. KGB officer Peter Deriabin

walked into American Mili-
tary Headquarters in Vienna
and told two GIs on duty he
wanted to sce an Army coun-
ter-intellgience officer or a
CIA agent.-

A Russian- speakmr Amer-
fcan captain was summoned.
Deriabin told him he wanted”

1o defect, The captain asked

him if he knew what he was

Okolovich, hezd of a Rus-
sian cmigre orgpanization, he
had been assigined to raurder
him with a KGB-desipned
cizerovte  case-piglol, Kho-
¥knlov said he counld not pull -
the trigger. Okolovich offered
to put him in toueh with
some  American intellegence
..(P‘Cﬂu‘i.
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doing and saying. Dceriabin

sald yes. That was that,
That same ycar, & former

vaudeville show . whistler

named Nikolal
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Khokhlov -
, knocked on - the - door of
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; tact with Soviet agents before
i defecting to

Shortly thereaficr, Khokh-
lov was told to drive to & sito
near the Frankfurd Opera:
House, where an Amecrican

» X a
country he wants to ahandon ° entered his car and ‘beg n

to question him.

Khokhlov wrote later the
American refused to believe
s story, or that he wanted
to defect. But he-finally was
able to convince that Ameri-
can, or others, that he wag
sincere. :

Some first conbacts are
productive, others not.

The Nosenko case may fall
into the first catezory.

Bul several years ago, KGB
agents in Moscow contacted
several Western correspond-
ents with defection and espi-
onage suggestions, only to be
turned down.

And an American hcre once
approached -a Iriendly Rus-
sian military attache about
to reburn to Moscow with a
smilitg hint the Soviet of-
“ficer might like to stay in
the United States. The Rus- -
sian, also smiling, said “Nyet.”

There is no indication how
Bernon Mitehell and william,
Marbin, United States Na-
tional Security Agency em-
ployees, made their first con-

the USSR m-’
¢ 1660,

Lee Oswald tricd to dcfect
“to the Soviet Union in 1061,
< put later reheged.

There are varlous types of
defectors, somoe more valu-
able than others, depending

"on who is evaluating them.

. Thus,
gence,
~more valuable defcctor
* a wallet dancer like Rudolf

3

" Martin obviously were

to American intelli-
Nosenko is a vastly
Lhan

Nureyev, And Mitchell and
far
greater catches for the KGB

! . than Lee Oswald.
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Confinued

’t‘ning
. system oI

. not all defectors are-*

-the case of Deriabin

industry, sclentific develop-

ments, foreign and domeostic -

policy, the inner workings of
his goverriment.,

CODEs
From: the intelligencs
standpoing, defccling esspice

n'ﬂc offmcxs are inost vali-

ble of all. They kaow some-
aoout the intelligemce
their countrics,
names of spies, thelr loca-
tions and metinods, current
or planncd espionage opera-
tions, codes, possibly the
name of couble agents works
ing In the intcllicence ap-
paratus of the country to
which they wish to defect.
Information disclesed by a
defeciing . espionage
often can smatter his coun-

agent |

try’s intelligence sysuum and -

plans.

Often, intelligence agencles
try to “turn” defecting cs-
plonage ofiicer, to persuade
them to zo back on the job,
but as double agents, calied

“defectors in place.” Nothing
pleases oan Intelligence dirce~
tor more completely than in-
serting a “defector in place”
into an enemy esr)iom"e ap=
paratus. The work they can
do is obvious. The life must,
" be hair-raising.

For defectors who do-not.

remaln “in place” but aban-
don  their country,
dlfficult. Deiection means go-

life is -

ing to a new land, often leav- |
ing family behind. It means

‘acquiring anew language, and

sometimes a new ldentity. It
often means months or ycars
of silence and isolation, for
‘sur-
faced,” or brought into the
open. And it can mean con-
tinuing fear that the defector
country's espionage agents
will try to kill him.

The Unlited States insures
protection for its valuable
defectors. Sometimes, as in
and

Khokhlov, they are allowed.

to write books.

Defectors to the Soviet TUn-
fon somotmws are kepd “sub-
merged” {or varying periods,
then “surfaced” and gziven
unimportant jobs. The Rus-
stans seem  suspicious and
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